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Issue 

On Saturday, January 29 Michael Cooper was asked for some comments by a CBC 

Ottawa Reporter.  In an obviously staged incident, photographs were taken of Michael 

Cooper with a very inappropriate flag being carried by a masked individual in the 

background while he was being interviewed.  It would appear to anyone with an 

objective viewpoint that this was indeed a “Staged Photograph” and Michael was a 

victim of the very divisive, unsettling and negative political environment that we have all 

had thrust upon us and which is being actively promoted by main stream media.    

It appears that when this opportunity arrived both Mayor Heron and Mayor Sohi jumped 

at the chance to jointly attack a Conservative MP with some very derogatory and 

defamatory comments.  I was offended and disappointed by this unprofessional action 

by both Mayors that clearly violated St. Albert Bylaw 38/2017 regarding Council Code of 

Conduct in many areas.  The City of Edmonton likely has a very similar Bylaw of which 

Mayor Sohi also ignored.   I have reviewed Bylaw 38/2017 and summarized below 

relevant sections that Mayor Heron has clearly violated. 

Please be aware we as citizens of St. Albert and Canadians we must expect and 

demand that the high standards of professional conduct referred to in the Bylaw are 

consistently followed by our elected representatives. 

I have highlighted sections where the actions of Mayor Heron have breached the bylaw. 

Section 4. The Code of Conduct is to be given a broad and liberal interpretation in accordance 

with applicable legislation. It is not possible to write a Code of Conduct that covers every 

scenario and, accordingly, Council Members are to be guided by and conduct themselves in a 

manner that reflects the spirit and intent of this Code. 

Section 5. Council Members are expected to perform their functions of office with integrity, 

accountability and transparency and conduct themselves in a professional manner at all times. 

Section 6. Members have a duty to act honestly, in good faith, and in best interests of the City. 

Section 7. Members shall: 

c. observe the highest standard of ethical conduct and perform their duties in office and

arrange their private affairs in a manner that promotes public confidence and will bear

close public scrutiny; and

d. serve and been seen to serve the welfare and interests of the City as a whole and the

community at large in a conscientious and diligent manner and shall approach decision-

making with an open mind.

Respect for the City and its Bylaws and Policies 

Section 19. Members shall respect the City as a municipal institution, its bylaws and policies. 

Members shall encourage public respect for the City, its bylaws and policies. 



External Communications     

Section 36. No Member shall make a statement when they know that statement is false 

Section 37. No Member shall make a statement with the intent to mislead Council or members 

of the public. 

Discrimination and Harassment     

Council Members have a duty to treat members of the public, one another and City staff with 

dignity and respect and without abuse, bullying or intimidation, and to ensure that their work 

environment is free from discrimination and harassment. Council Members are governed by the 

Alberta Human Rights Act and the Occupational Health and Safety Act.  

Section 41. No Member shall use indecent, abusive, or insulting words or expressions toward 

any other Member, any staff member or any member of the public. 

 
There are numerous sections (highlighted above) in the bylaw that I feel the 
Mayor has breached with comments made in haste that would appear to cast 
Michael Cooper in an unfavorable position.  The comments were made in unison 
with Mayor Sohi with the express purpose of embarrassing Mr. Cooper, who is 
from a political party which neither Mayor Heron or Mayor Sohi support.  It 
appears that this was a coordinated social media attack.  I have attached above 
the tweets (from January 29, 2022) issued by both Mayor Heron and Mayor Sohi . . 
. that are the source of my concerns/complaint.  I suggest that it is a coordinated 
political attack as the tweets from each mayor contain exactly the same wording. 
 




