
 

 

                                                                                         
   

 
BLESS VIEWING PLATFORM CLOSED DUE TO SAFETY CONCERNS 

Preliminary Assessment Recommends City Close Platform  
 
The City of St. Albert has closed the Big Lake Environment Support Society (BLESS) Viewing 
Platform due to safety concerns following a structural assessment which recommends closing 
the platform until a more detailed assessment can be completed.  

The City is asking everyone to stay off the platform to ensure their safety. Temporary fencing 
and signage has been installed at the entrance to the viewing platform and warning signs of the 
closure will be placed near the parking lot and on the trail system.  

The Viewing Platform, which overlooks Big Lake, was built in 1995 by BLESS and turned over 
to the City. In March 2017, the City was contacted by members of BLESS reporting concerns 
with the platform. Remedial action was taken to address the concerns; however, the City noted 
that further monitoring was required. It was later identified that issues were continuing with an 
increased rate of deterioration that required further structural assessment. The City engaged 
with a consultant and an inspection was completed on June 21, 2017. The recommendation to 
close the platform is a result of the preliminary condition assessment, and the City closed the 
platform on June 22 by 11 a.m.  

The City will be having a detailed engineering assessment completed over the next month, 
which will provide details on the platform’s structural integrity and determine next steps. The 
viewing platform will remain closed until further notice. More information will be available once 
the detailed engineering assessment is completed.  

The City will be reaching out to various user groups to inform them of the closure.  

Information will be posted on the City website at stalbert.ca and search Big Lake.  
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Contact: 
Dean Schick      Daniele Podlubny 
Acting Director       Manager 
Engineering Services     Community Recreation 
City of St. Albert      City of St. Albert 
780-459-1738      780-418-6068 

www.twitter.com/cityofstalbert | www.facebook.com/cityofstalbert 
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