
COMMERCIAL AREA STOREFRONT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AGREEMENT 

 

Between: 
THE CITY OF ST. ALBERT 

of 29 Sir Winston Churchill Avenue, St. Albert, AB  T8N 0G3  (Attention: Economic Development) 
 

- and - 
 

        
 

of             
  
Please supply email:__________________________________________________ 
 
WHEREAS: 
 

The Program helps business owners improve the look and feel of their storefronts by providing 
support for exterior enhancements that strengthen the overall character and vibrancy of St. 
Albert’s commercial areas 
i. the City Engineer or designate has the discretion under the Traffic Bylaw to allow 

obstructions onto public property; 
 

ii. some improvements and obstructions require further authorization through the 
issuance of a development permit; and 

 
iii. the Applicant wishes to take part in the Program, 

 
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and benefits as set out in this Agreement, 
the Parties agree as follows: 
 
Definitions 
 
1. In this Agreement: 
 

(i) “Agreement” means this Commercial AreaStorefront Improvement Program Agreement, 
including all attached Schedules and executed amendments; 

 
(ii) “Applicant” means the business known as ________________________________; 

 
(iii) “City” means the City of St. Albert, a Municipal Corporation, and includes all City agents 

and authorized contractors; 
 

(iv) “City Property” means any property owned or controlled by the City upon which or over 
which the Improvement may be placed or extend; 

 
(v) “Improvement” means the decorative improvement referenced in Schedule A; 

 
(vi) “Parties” means the City and the Applicant; 
 
(vii) “Party” means the City or the Applicant, as applicable; 

 
(viii) “Regulations” means the placement regulations referenced in Schedule B;  

 
(ix) “Schedule” means a Schedule attached to this Agreement; 

 



 2 

(x) “Section” means a section of this Agreement; 
 

(xi) “Subsection” means a subsection of this Agreement; and 
 

(xii) “Term” means the term of this Agreement as set out in Section 4; 
 
Authorization 
 
2. (1) Subject to Section 3 the Applicant may install the Improvement outside his or her place of 

business in accordance with the Regulations and any applicable permits. 
 

(2) Ownership of the Improvement shall at all times remain with the Applicant. 
(2.1) Notwithstanding subsection (2), any equipment, materials, or components rented, 
loaned, or otherwise provided by the City to the Applicant shall remain the property of the 
City and must be returned upon request or at the end of the permitted term. 

 
City’s Capacity and Interest in City Property 
 
3. (1) Notwithstanding any other term or condition contained in this Agreement, nothing in this 

Agreement shall constitute the granting by the City of any approval or permit as may be 
required pursuant to a City bylaw, the Municipal Government Act, R.S.A. 2000, Ch. M-26 
(and any amendments thereto), and any other legislation in force in Alberta or Canada.  
The Applicant acknowledges its sole responsibility to confirm the necessity of and obtain 
any such approvals or permits.  

 
(2) Nothing in this Agreement restricts the City, its municipal council, its officers, servants or 

agents in the full exercise of any and all powers and duties vested in them in their 
respective capacities as a municipal government, as a municipal council and as the 
officers, servants and agents of a municipal government.  

 
(3) This Agreement shall not constitute a waiver by the City of its legal rights to the City 

Property, and shall not restrict the City's right to use or dispose of the City Property as it 
deems appropriate or as legally required. 

 
Term 

 
4. This Agreement shall be effective until termination as set out in this Agreement. 
 
 
Maintenance, Repair and Replacement 
 
5. (1) The Applicant shall bear all costs for the improvement and bear responsibility for the 

proper and professional installation, maintenance, repair and replacement of the 
Improvement, which shall be kept in a good and safe condition at all times.     

 
(2) Notwithstanding Subsection (1), the City may require the Applicant to temporarily 

dismantle and remove the whole or any part of the Improvement such that the City may 
gain unobstructed access to the City Property from time to time.  The City shall 
endeavour to provide the Applicant with reasonable notice within which to effect such 
removal, and if the Applicant fails to comply by the end of the referenced notice period, 
the City may remove the Improvement at the Applicant’s cost. 

 
(3) The circumstances contemplated by Subsection (2) do not invoke permanent removal as 

contemplated by Section 9. 
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Insurance 
 
7. (1) Pursuant to its activities and obligations under this Agreement, the Applicant shall place 

and maintain a policy of commercial general liability insurance and shall ensure that any 
party engaged in installing, maintaining or removing the Improvement maintains current 
and appropriate WCB and liability insurance coverage (including all appropriate coverage 
endorsements). 

 
(2) The Applicant shall be solely responsible for determining that it has sufficient and 

effective insurance coverage as required by the City, and acceptance or rejection of the 
same by the City shall not in any way make the City liable to the Applicant or imply that 
the City acts as the Applicant’s representative further to determining the sufficiency or 
effectiveness of coverage. 

 
(3) Notwithstanding Subsection 2, the City may review insurance coverage from time to time 

and the requisite endorsements shall be amended as the City in its sole discretion deems 
necessary, and in any event (unless otherwise specified by the City), the required 
insurance coverage shall: 

 
i. not be less than two million ($2,000,000.00) dollars per accident or occurrence; 

 
ii. disclose a waiver of the right of subrogation against the City; and 

 
iii. contain a clause that the insurer will not cancel or change or refuse or renew the 

insurance without first giving the City thirty (30) days’ prior written notice. 
 
(4) In evidence of valid insurance coverage, the Applicant shall provide to the City a copy of 

an insurance certificate in compliance with the requirements specified in Schedule C. 
 
(5) Notwithstanding the requirements of this Section, the Applicant’s obligation to obtain a 

policy of insurance covering activities relating to the subject matter of this Agreement 
applies only if the City, in its sole discretion, determines that the said activities are not 
fully covered under another policy of insurance held by the Applicant. 

 
(6) If the Applicant’s conduct (whether or not the City has authorized the same), or any acts 

or omissions of the Applicant cause any increase in premiums respecting the insurance 
carried by the City, the Applicant may be required to pay the equivalent of the increase to 
the City on demand.   

 
Indemnification and Reimbursement 
 
8. (1) The Applicant shall at all times indemnify and save harmless the City against: 
 

(i) any and all losses, damages, demands, claims, liabilities, costs and expenses of 
every kind and nature, including lawyer's fees (on a solicitor and own client basis) 
that are reasonably incurred in the prosecution, defence or appeal of any action 
in respect of; or 

 
(ii) any payment made in good faith in settlement of any claim arising out of, 

occasioned by, or in any way related to, 
 

any acts or omissions of the Applicant respecting the purported performance or non-
performance of its obligations under this Agreement. 

 
(2) If the City is required to take any action, incur any costs or expend any funds, howsoever 

arising because of any acts or omissions of the Applicant respecting the purported 
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performance or non-performance of its obligations under this Agreement, the Applicant 
shall, on demand, reimburse the City for all costs it so incurs (including legal fees on a 
solicitor-client basis). 

 
(3) This Section shall survive the termination or expiration of this Agreement. 

 
Termination 
 
9. (1) This Agreement shall terminate, and any associated authorization or permit shall cease 

to be effective: 
 

(i) if for any reason the Applicant removes the Improvement for a period in excess 
of thirty (30) days 

 
(ii) if the City deems the Improvement to be persistently unsafe or in poor condition 

and orders its removal; or 
 
(iii) at the City’s discretion in accordance with Subsection (3). 

 
(2) Proceeding under Subsection (1)(ii), the City shall send notice to the Applicant requiring 

the Applicant to remove the Improvement.  If the Applicant fails to remove the 
Improvement within seven (7) days of receiving the said notice, the City may effect such 
removal at the Applicant’s cost.  If the Improvement remains unclaimed for a period of 
more than thirty (30) days thereafter, the City may dispose of the Improvement as it 
deems fit. 

 
(3) Proceeding under Subsection (1)(iii), the City shall send six (6) months’ notice of 

termination to the Applicant, and if the Applicant fails to remove the Improvement by the 
end of the six-month notice period, the City may effect such removal at the Applicant’s 
cost. 

 
10. Upon termination of this Agreement, the Applicant shall restore any affected City Property to its 

condition immediately prior to the installation of the Improvement. 
 
11. The City shall not be responsible for any costs incurred by the Applicant in relation to the 

termination of this Agreement. 
 
12. If the City refrains from taking immediate action under this Section, the resulting delay shall not 

be construed as a waiver of the City’s rights hereunder. 
 

Notice 
 
13. (1) Any notice required by this Agreement shall be in writing and may be delivered personally 

to the address for service of either of the Parties, or by registered mail, in which case it 
shall be deemed to be served five (5) days after depositing the same in any post office in 
Alberta. 

 
(2) In the event of a postal service disruption, such notice shall be deemed effective five (5) 

days following the resumption of normal mail service. 
 
(3) The Parties’ addresses for service as indicated above, or such other address(es) as the 

Parties may advise from time to time. 
 
Binding Effect 
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14. The Applicant shall undertake to advise any assignee, successor or transferee about this 
Agreement, and require any assignee, successor or transferee to acknowledge in writing that 
they are bound by this Agreement. 

 
 
Entire Agreement 
 
15. (1) This instrument covers all arrangements between the Parties relative to the subject 

matter of this Agreement, and neither Party shall be bound by any representation or 
promise not referenced herein. 

 
 (2) No amendment to this Agreement shall be binding unless the same is in writing and is 

signed by the Parties. 
Severance 
 
16. Should any provision of this Agreement be unenforceable in law, it shall be considered separate 

and severable from the remaining provisions of this Agreement, which shall remain in force and 
be binding as though the unenforceable provision had not been included. 

 
Signing Authority 
 
17. Where the Applicant is a corporation or other business entity, it warrants that: 

 
(i) its signatory is duly authorized by law to execute this Agreement on behalf of the 

Applicant; and 
 
(ii) the City is entitled to rely on such execution to bind the Applicant to the terms of this 

Agreement. 
 
Each Party hereby executes this Agreement on the respective dates indicted below. 
 
 
 
Applicant The City of St. Albert 
 
Name:    Per:      (seal) 
 
Date:     Date:        
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Schedule “A” – Improvement Description / Depiction 
(including size, materials, dimensions and location of the improvement) 
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Schedule “B” – Regulations 
 

A.  Planters / Flower Pots 
 

 The following shall apply to the installation of planters located on downtown sidewalks: 
o No blocking or hindering of pedestrian movement on the sidewalk or pedestrian ramps: 

 Maintain minimum 1.8m clearance of any infrastructure or added street furniture 
a width of 1.8 m at a minimum. 

 No placement of pots within the curb return of the intersections or within the 
pedestrian ramps or crossing infrastructure such as push buttons for warning 
flashers. 

o No placement on the roadway 
o Placement on the sidewalk should consider the opening of car doors for clearance. 
o The applicant should be fully responsible for installs, maintenance and removals; 

inclusive of watering or addressing any vandalism 
o If Administration receives concerns or reports of issues the applicant will relocate or 

remove as required by the City 
o Pots max 2’ in width; and max 3’ in height. 
o When watering the pots, if they are using a truck they cannot be blocking the north/south 

travel lanes on Perron Street or water outside of any peak or business hours to use the 
parking lanes. 

 
• Planters shall be constructed of weather resistant material  
 
• plantings shall be flowers, plants or evergreen shrubs. Trees shall not be permitted in the 

planters unless specifically approved. 
 
• planters containing annual flowers and plants shall be removed from the sidewalk after the 

first killing frost each year 
 
• the planter and sidewalk around the planters shall be maintained in a neat condition 
 
• growth of the planting shall be controlled to an area of 30 cm (12 inches) from the periphery 

of the planter. 
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Schedule “C” – Insurance Requirements 
 
The Certificate of Insurance is to include evidence of the following (as a minimum): 
 
Commercial General Liability coverage (with a minimum of $2,000,000 per occurrence), which coverage 
shall include: 
 

• Occurrence Property Damage 
• Non-Owned Automobile 
• Employees as additional insured 
• Products and Completed Operations 
• Broad Form Property Damage 
• Severability of Interests Clause 
• Personal Injury 
• Cross Liability Clause  
• Blanket Contractual Liability 

 
The Commercial General Liability policy(ies) above shall apply as the primary insurance and not excess 
to any other insurance available to the City.  Other endorsements shall include: 
 

• Tenant’s Legal Liability 
• 30 days written notice of cancellation or material change 
• Add the City of St. Albert as “Additional Insured” 

 
 
Insurance Certificates shall be forwarded to the following address: 
 
 The City of St. Albert 

5 St. Anne Street 
 St. Albert, AB  T8N 3Z9 

Attention:  Risk & Insurance Manager 
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