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THANK YOU! 
We all know that being a teenager is hard and it seems like it’s 

getting harder with each new generation. With technology bringing 

fresh challenges with every new day and having impacts we can’t 

predict, it’s becoming increasingly difficult to keep up with the 

ever-changing world youth wake up to daily. And that’s why we 

cannot thank you enough for taking the time to focus on youth by 

supporting the St. Albert Amplify Youth Festival. 

 

The most important thing we can do for youth is engage them—

get them involved in their community and let them know that their 

talents, ideas and input are valued. The amount of support we 

received from community groups and businesses, all in our very 

first year, sent a strong signal that this City is interested, 

connected and encouraging of its teenaged residents and for that, 

we are grateful. 

As we spread the word about Amplify, the excitement that community 

members expressed on a personal level for the project was a constant 

source of motivation. We are so appreciative of everyone who saw 

potential in Amplify, especially in this first year when all we had was an 

idea.  

 

 Amplify facilitated so many positive experiences—whether it was the 

simple discovery of a new hobby in a workshop or a shining moment of 

rock stardom on the stage. Those affirming moments—that experience of 

success—can be vitally important in the lives of youth, especially if we want 

to raise a generation of innovative, creative and involved citizens.  

 

Thank you for your contribution. Thank you for your vision. Thank you for 

your energy. We look forward to the challenge of growing Amplify for years 

to come, but for today, please revel in the success of St. Albert’s inaugural 

Amplify Youth Festival. You made it happen!  

 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Bell 

Youth Festival Associate   



 
 

•Amplify is the only festival of it’s kind in this region, specified to youth 
from grade 7 to age 21, and promoting arts & culture  

 
•Over this two day festival more than 401 people were engaged, including  

workshop participants, artists, volunteers, general attendees, staff, and 
community groups 

 
• There were two stages which lit the way for 30 local youths to perform 

along side Lexi Strate, a rising Albertan star, and Virginia to Vegas, currently 
one of the most played artists on Canadian radio 

1st Annual Festival 

Local Youths Performed 30 
401 

Attendees  

12 
workshops  



 
 

Including: 
 

• FAVA (the Film and Video Arts Society – Alberta) 
• Rapid Fire Theatre 
• Theatre Alberta 
• The Musée Heritage Museum 
• The St. Albert Art Gallery 
• BAM for Youth 
• The St. Albert Public Library 
• The Edmonton Poetry Festival 
• Environment and Sustainability 
•The St. Albert Chamber of Commerce 

Community Support 
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Workshops 
With nine instructors from St. Albert and area, youth were connected to 

mentors in their area of interest who are also active members of the 
artistic community.  

 
Both paid professionals and sought after artists, our list of instructors included: 

 
Joe Vanderhelm – improviser from Edmonton’s longest running improv theatre 

company, Rapid Fire Theatre 

Carmyn Joy Effa – a commercial photographer who has worked with MTV Canada, 
The Edmonton Symphony and local retailers, Poppy Barley.   

Kat Danser – a national touring and award-winning  blues artist, Danser is a 
currently working on her PhD in Music 

Andrea Blais – Local artisan, her jewellery can be purchased at local craft fairs as 
well as online on Esty.com 

And more...  



Youth Performances 

30 youth performed on two 
stages at Amplify. 
 

Which means we had.... 

• 10.5 hours of youth performances 
 

Featuring... 
• 22 musicians 
• 8 poets 
• 12 acoustic guitars 
• 4 keyboards 

• 3 ukuleles 
• 2 loop pedals and 
• 1 upright bass 
 
 

Local youth, Ella Coyes 
and Stephen Badry, were 
also given the opportunity 
to open for pop-stars 
Virginia to Vegas 



Committee 
Members worked 
for over a year to 
make Amplify 
happen; 
contributing time, 
energy and ideas.  

Supplying more 
than just hard 
labour, they 
named the 
festival, created 
this year’s theme, 
applied for grants 
and promoted 
the festival in the 
media and to 
their peers. 

17 
Committee 
Members 



“We were very informed of what was going on and our 
opinions were not only heard but more often than not 
put into play. We were given a lot of Liberty with the 
project.”  

~ 

“My favorite part was the collaboration of ideas and 
the way that we were able to build off one another. I 
think we took the time to make thoughtful decisions 
and seeing our visions come to life was very cool.” 

~ 

 

“11. What was your favorite part of being on the 
Committee?   Being able to plan a whole festival from 
scratch! 
 
12. What was your least favourite part of being on the 
Committee?   Nothing! Loved the whole thing!” 

~ 
 

Amplify Advisory Committee  
Member feedback from our 
post-festival survey: 

“I loved the atmosphere of amplify. All the people 
there were so happy and cheerful. It is definitely 
something I would love to take part in again.” 

~ 

“All in all, the festival was magnificent. I got to learn 
the ins and outs of planning a festival, and it was a 
great learning experience.” 

Did you feel like you were 
empowered to make planning 

decisions on behalf of the festival? 



VOLUNTEERS 
In total we had 32 volunteers—a 
number that includes the brave 
adult volunteers who supervised 
both evening concerts.  
 
“The energy and enthusiasm was 
positively engaging, it was one of 
the happiest places on earth to be 
that weekend.” 
 –Volunteer Feedback Survey 
 
“Creativity is within everyone. 
Amplify helped many young people 
find their way to be creative!”  
–Volunteer Feedback Survey 
 



Accessibility and Outreach 

The Youth Festival Advisory 
Committee provided leadership and 
mentoring opportunities  

Activities like pizza tossing, short form 
poetry composition, instrument 
orientations, collaborative art projects, 
chalk drawing, the Loft Stage, and more 
were available throughout the entire 
weekend 

Workshop and performance 
tickets were offered to 
community groups  and 
high schools clubs 
expressing interest in arts 
and culture throughout St. 
Albert 

 

Performances from St. Albert’s The Rhythm Group 
introduced the musical collective to new audiences 
and introduced new artists to this young group of 
musicians who aim to promote local talent year round.  

 

Since the closure of 
the St. Albert Youth 
Centre in July 2013, 
the opportunities 
presented by Amplify 
have provided 
alternative activities, 
socialization, team 
building, and more 



OUTREACH: YOUTH GROUPS 

A Group from a Culinary Arts Class of                  
St. Albert Catholic High School 

Bellerose 
Slam 

Poetry 
Club 

‘I think 
therefore 

I  slam!’ 
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Outcomes and Measurements 
Workshops 

The most popular workshops were Henna and 
Metalwork Copper Cuffs, both with 80% fill rates!   

Workshop instructors were professionals in their field, 
working regularly as musicians, improvisers, filmmakers, 

photographers and more.  

Henna 
45% 

Tape Art Project 
5% 

Songwriting 
Challenge 

6% 

Improv 
7% 

Metalwork: 
Dogtags 

7% 

BBQ 101 
9% 

Photography 
3% 

Metalwork: 
Copper Cuffs 

13% 

How was attendance split up between workshops? 

Henna 
45% 

Tape Art Project 
5% 

Songwriting Challenge 
6% 

Improv 
7% 

Metalwork: Dogtags 
7% 

BBQ 101 
9% 

Photography 
3% 

Metalwork: Copper 
Cuffs 
13% 

How was attendance split up between workshops? 

Filter, 
Selfies…. 
5% 



24% 

48% 

28% 

Friday Full Day Pass Saturday Full Day Pass 2 Day Pass 

Outcomes and Measurements (cont.) 
Which tickets were the most popular? 



Media Coverage – Also See Press Clippings Booklet and Marketing Summaries 

Outcomes and Measurements (cont.) 



Digital & Social Media 

Our Facebook account accumulated 
420 “likes” in just over one year. 

Our twitter account reached 460 
followers in a little over one year. 

An instagram account reached 
200 followers in a little over one 

year. 



Examples of Social Media 



I just want to 
thank you and 

the people who 
put together 

Amplify. It was 
an amazing 

weekend for me 
and for my 

friend, we both 
learned so much 

and got so 
inspired :) if 
there's an 

amplify 2.0 next 
year I'd love to 
help out in any 
way possible! 

- Amplify 
Workshop 
Participant  

What Were People Saying? 

DJ Kwake and myself want to say THANK YOU for last night. 
  
What a refreshing group of young people you had at the event... They really kept us going 
and we did not know what to expect going into the event but coming through it and feeling 
the energy, it was great! 
   
You did a lot of things right on a first year event and you deserve a huge thank you for 
everyone, the parents whom teenagers made the event, and also society as a whole. 
The positive experience in a safe environment with such talented artists is unique and not 
something the youth of today get to experience. 
  
Please be proud of what you did… I for one know I came home and felt good about myself 
and the engagement with the youth last night. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity. 
- Harman B 

“i really loved 
amplify! i learned a 
lot and am still 
using the stuff i 
learned in the 
workshops.” 
-Amplify Workshop 
Participant 



OUR SPONSORS 





See You Next 
Year! 


