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OVERVIEW 
Midtown Park will be a unique urban square park in St. Albert, located within a high-
density development featuring a future mix of housing (apartments), commercial 
opportunities, and the Verve Senior Living retirement complex. This park is designed to 
be a focal point for the Midtown neighbourhood and will be among the first urban square 
parks in St. Albert. The park is planned to offer space for play, casual gatherings, 
community events, and will contribute to the character, vibrancy, and livability of the 
area.

Future Park Overview 

Location: Corner of LeClair Way and Riel Drive, split by Rondeau Drive into two distinct 
areas 

Total size: 0.77 hectares. 

Proposed Park Design: 

 Performance Space: A large, elevated platform for performances, 
celebrations, markets, and community use with open views to streetscapes 
and surrounding developments. 

 Walkways: Connecting Midtown Park to Rondeau Drive, LeClair Way, and Riel 
Drive for improved access. 

 Market & Casual Gathering Areas: Gathering spaces across in different areas of 
the park to accommodate markets and casual gatherings. 

 Play Space: A strategically located play area. 
 Park Entrance: An impactful entrance at Riel Drive and LeClair Way with eye-

catching public art, flowering trees, and lighting. 

Engagement Opportunity 

An online survey was conducted from August 22 to September 8, 2024, through the 
City’s Cultivate the Conversation website. The survey gathered input to help determine 
the design features, amenities and supports that were most important to residents. An 
open house held on August 27, 2024 provided opportunity for participants to ask 
questions and provide their feedback directly to the project team. Lastly, the landowner 
adjacent to the park, site of the Verve Senior Living complex was engaged directly to 
provide their perspective.  

Residents were notified of the public engagement opportunities by direct mail to 
residences within 100m of the future park site, along with social media and City website 
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advertising. From the social media campaign, 12,500 users were reached, with 373 
users engaging with the post or clicking the associated link to the project webpage. 

We thank everyone who participated and provided their feedback on the Midtown Park 

How your input will help make decisions
The public input gathered on the survey and the open house will help refine the concept 
for Midtown Park. Design decisions consider a number of factors, as shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1 - How We Make Decisions
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Engagement Demographics

Through the City’s Cultivate the 
Conversation platform, a total of 389
visitors were aware of the project. 27 
residents completed the survey and four 
residents attended the open house.  

Survey respondents lived in 
neighbourhoods across St. Albert, with four 
respondents reporting living in South 
Riel/Midtown.  The majority of survey 
respondents were female (n=16).  All 
survey age classes except under 18 were 
represented in survey responses, with the 
highest number of respondents being aged 
35-44 (n=8), followed by respondents aged 
65 and over (n=7). 

ENGAGEMENT FEEDBACK 

Survey Results 

Park Design 
Residents were asked to provide their input on the amenities, supportive infrastructure 
and landscaping that would most support the creation of a vibrant, active space for the 
Midtown neighbourhood. Respondents were also asked to provide their thoughts on the 
amenities, features and/or opportunities were most essential for Midtown Park, and 
what changes or adjustments should be considered. Comments were varied but major 
themes included: 

 Accessibility, including seating for individuals with mobility challenges.
 Ensuring the space is usable for all including youth and seniors.
 Landscaping, including suggestions for edible plantings, low maintenance 

plantings, pollinator plantings, shade trees and ensuring tree plantings 
ensuring positive sightlines into the park. 

 Keeping site design simple, maintainable and cost-effective. 

Figure 2 – Age Demographics 
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 Consideration of parking.
 Other amenities, including pickleball and water play.  

Ranking the major amenities, respondents prioritized seating and gathering areas, 
shade and play. The least important features to survey respondents were the provision 
of performance space and interactive/experiential art.  
 

Amenity Average Rank 
1-highest priority, 6-lowest priority

Seating and gathering areas 1.85 
Shade shelter(s) 2.65 
Play area 3.31 
Market space 4.15 
Performance space 4.38 
Interactive/experiential art 4.65 

Supportive elements are those things that support the main functions of the site. 
Respondents were asked to rank what was most important for success of the park. Key 
takeaways included the importance of strong landscaping (n=21) and lighting (n=19).  
The least important factor was access to drinking water (n=5). Other supportive amenity 
suggestions included accessibility, bike racks/locks, pickleball courts, spray parks, and 
ensuring a destination space with good seating, water features and a “pulse of activity.”  

 

Accessibility and Safety 
Ensuring parks are safe and accessible for all users is important in creating vibrant and 
inclusive spaces. Respondents shared the following general themes to consider when 
designing Midtown Park: 

Figure 3 – Major Amenity Prioritization

Figure 4 – Support Amenity Prioritization 
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 Good lighting
 Fencing 
 Adequate waste receptacles
 Ramps for strollers and mobility aides
 Signage with braille
 Strong sightlines and open trails for movement of people 

Public Art
Public art is considered as a potentially important feature of Midtown Park.  
Respondents were asked to rate their level of support for inclusion of different elements 
of public art within the park.  Most respondents either completely supported or 
somewhat supported including public art (n=22, 81%).  

 

 

Other Feedback 
An area that cannot be addressed is the desire for pickleball and water play options. 
Given the limited space on the site, these amenities are not able to be accommodated 
within Midtown Park. This feedback has been noted and will inform future decisions
about these amenities in other, more suitable, sites. 

Figure 5 – Support for Public Art
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Open House
Findings from the open house were in line with the
themes identified through the online survey.
Participants prioritized seating areas, shade shelters
and play features. 

Art was also generally supported, with some 
preference for interactive play features, pathways as art
and interactive art.

Final Concept Design

The feedback provided through the online survey and 
open house will assist in updating and refining the final concept design for the park. 
Future opportunities for public input are expected during the detailed design phase 

to ensure that Midtown Park continues to support the needs of the 
community as it grows. 

The updated concept plan will be shared online through the City’s Cultivate the 
Conversation platform.  

Next Steps: 

Park development occurs across a number of steps and timing is coordinated with the 
development of the surrounding community, as shown below. Timing for the next step 
is dependent on the continued build out of the Midtown neighbourhood and will be 
determined in coordination with the area developer.  

For more information, please visit conversation.stalbert.ca/Midtown-Park

If you have any questions regarding this report, please contact Manda Wilde, 
Supervisor, Park Planning and Stewardship at mwilde@stalbert.ca

Figure 6 – Supportive Amenities 
Prioritization


