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1 Introduction
IBI Group was engaged by the City of St. Albert to prepare an Open 
Space Enhancement Plan for the public open spaces within the Erin 
Ridge North neighbourhood. This project includes the review of the 
existing landscape and recreation amenities in the developed parks 
and stormwater management facilities (SWMFs) in Phase 1 of the 
neighbourhood, as well as review of the proposed planning for the Erin 
Ridge North Phase 2 lands. This review establishes the foundation for the 
recommendations for open space enhancements. These enhancements 
aim to provide a high quality landscape, a diversity and balance of 
active and passive leisure spaces, a healthy and sustainable community 
environment, and a sense of place that is consistent with the Municipal 
Development Plan, Recreation Master Plan, and Parks and Open Spaces 
Management Plan.

The development recommendations included in this document are 
conceptual and all project components will need to be considered for 
viability during the detailed design and planning process of the individual 
sites.

Phase 1 includes two established stormwater management facilities, a 
natural area, and a Municipal Reserve (MR) adjacent to a school site. 
Phase 2 encompasses lands that are currently under construction 
and greenfield land that is undergoing an Area Structure Plan (ASP) 
amendment proposal for future residential and commercial development. 
The approximate area in phase 2 that will be dedicated to future 
Municipal Reserve is 5 hectares (ha), with the area for stormwater 
management facilities being a separate land designation.
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2 Project Scope + Objectives
The main objective of this exercise is to produce a parks enhancement 
plan for the overall neighbourhood that reflects the recreational needs 
of residents as well as site constraints and opportunities, and provides 
design concepts that will form the parks planning and park enhancement 
guide for the Erin Ridge North neighbourhood.

The following requirements and documents have been considered in the 
process of this project:

• The City’s Open Space Standards and Guidelines, policy for Public
Art and Community Branding;

• Potential for multi-use and other pedestrian or cyclist links
throughout the neighbourhood and to adjoining destinations;

• Connect the existing and proposed open spaces into the trail
network where linkages are considered missing;

• Focus on providing all season, and especially winter recreational
opportunities;

• Identify the focus and style of each open space area with the goal
of providing for a range of suitable outdoor park experiences around
the neighbourhood;

• Use a landscape naturalization approach, following the City’s
naturalization guidelines, where feasible;

• Ensure the new park recommendations comply with the City’s safety
requirements and operational/maintenance processes;

• Ensure the proposed enhancements function within the existing
parks delivery system;

• Engagement of the public to understand their needs as residents and
users of the open spaces;

• The Project must reflect the principles and policies contained within
the Parks and Open Spaces Management Plan, Natural Area Reports
(Natural Area Conservation and Management Plan and Natural Areas
Assessment) Recreation Master Plan and City of St. Albert Municipal
Engineering Standards; and

• The Project must incorporate and be consistent with the City of St.
Albert Public Art Policy, C-CS-04 and Community Branding Policy,
CS-CAO-17.
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3 Site Context and Analysis
Erin Ridge North is a new, primarily residential neighbourhood, located 
in the north-east sector of St. Albert, with approximately 7.7 ha of open 
space. An extensive commercial strip borders the neighbourhood to 
the west between Element Drive and St. Albert Trail. The Erin Ridge 
neighbourhood is south of the project area with the Coal Mine multi-use 
trail separating the two neighbourhoods. A private agricultural property 
exists to the northeast. The Phase 2 lands are to the northwest, and will 
continue the commercial strip along St. Albert Trail and introduce more 
single family residential development. 

The public open spaces include municipal reserve land, stormwater 
management facilities (SWMFs), a natural area and pedestrian links 
connecting the neighbourhood to adjoining residential and commercial 
development. Neil Ross Road divides the developed ‘southern’ portion of 
the neighbourhood from the currently undeveloped Phase 2 area of the 
neighbourhood. The open spaces south of Neil Ross Road have been 
developed according to the City’s development engineering standards, 
including primary trails (asphalt multi-use trails), seating areas, waste 
receptacles, and landscaping. While these standards are adequate 
for basic open space development, they do not fully provide a diverse 
landscape or recreational experience for this neighbourhood.

Figure 1 – overall Site Plan
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Photographic records of the open space sites south of Neil Ross Road 
are shown in Appendix A.

The open spaces that are already developed to the minimum engineering 
standards are:

• Edgewater SWMF (28PUL, 27MR)
• Element SWMF (20PUL, 23MR and 22MR)
• Everitt Park (30MR)

Coal Mine Park has been left intact as a natural tree stand, but has 
disturbance from adjacent development on three boundaries. The lands 
north of Neil Ross Road are partially under development with commercial 
works on the west side adjacent to St. Albert Trail. The remaining lands east 
of Element Drive North will be residential development with MR and SWMF 
lands interspersed as required. The responsible Land Developer, Landrex, 
is in the process of providing the City with an ASP Amendment proposal. 
The configuration of the neighbourhood layout has not been finalized.

3.1 edgewater Stormwater Management Facility
Edgewater SWMF is a fully developed Stormwater Management Facility 
containing open water with surrounding landscaping, site furnishings 
(benches and waste receptacles), and paved asphalt trails already 
established. Single family homes look onto the lake. The main collector 
road, Everitt Drive, borders the site to the west. There are seating areas 
on the west side of the pond with maintenance access into the water. 
The paved multi-use trail is aligned on the south side of the site but does 
not continue beyond the roadway to the overall trail system. Users must 
revert to sidewalks or the roadway to continue their trip.

The planting around the SWMF is fairly minimal and, while there are 
views to the water, there is not consistent planting that would discourage 
access to the water. The City is focused on communicating the functional 
aspect of the SWMF by discouraging access to the water, and will be 
initiating a separate program to provide information signage to promote 
safe activities around these facilities. 

Figure 2 – edgewater Stormwater 
Management Facility
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3.2 element Stormwater Management Facility
Element SWMF is also a Stormwater Management Facility containing 
open water with surrounding landscaping, site furnishings (benches and 
waste receptacles), and paved asphalt trails along the west and south 
sides of the site. Similar to Edgewater SWMF, the planting around the 
SWMF is fairly minimal and, while there are views to the water, there is 
not consistent planting that would discourage access to the water. The 
City is focused on communicating the functional aspect of the SWMF 
by discouraging access to the water, and will be initiating a separate 
program to provide information signage to promote safe activities around 
these facilities.

There is an MR site to the south of the SWMF that is fairly flat 
and minimally planted. This area provides opportunity for park 
enhancements. Everitt Drive borders the site to the south and the future 
Neil Ross Road borders the site to the north. A short concrete sidewalk 
connects the PUL to the adjacent local roadway and homes on the north 
east corner of the site. 

Figure 3 – edgewater SWMF – 
view from South

Figure 4 – edgewater SWMF –  
view to the east
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Figure 6 (left) – element SWMF – 
view to the east

Figure 7 (right) – element SWMF –  
view to the north from the Mr

Figure 5 – element SWMF and  
Municipal reserve

Another walkway on the west side of the SWMF provides pedestrian 
access to Element Drive.

Medium density housing and a Seniors Care Facility border the site 
to the west, both of which will add to the number of potential users 
for these open spaces. There is potential for trail connectivity to the 
north of the site towards the commercial area and to the Phase 2 future 
developed area.

Figure 8 - element SWMF – view looking north 
towards the Phase 2 lands
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3.3 coal Mine Park
Coal Mine Park is designated as a Significant Natural Area according  
to the City’s Natural Areas Assessment – 2015 Update. From an 
ecological perspective, this natural treed area is a stepping stone for 
wildlife, and is therefore, a real gem that must be protected as an asset 
in this neighbourhood. 

The tree stand shows evidence of occasional use by residents and the 
students from Lois Hole School are often visitors to the site. There is 
some damage to the tree stand on the north corner of the site and 
along Everitt Drive. 

There is a paved multi-use trail on the north east boundary of the site, 
providing access along the edge of the woodland. Everitt Drive is the 
main vehicular route along the west boundary with a concrete sidewalk 
directly adjacent to the site. Future single family homes will border the 
park to the south. 

Figure 9 – coal Mine Park

Figure 10 (left) – coal Mine Park – view  
looking south from disturbed  

area near townhouses

Figure 11 (right) – coal Mine Park – view 
looking southeast along  

east boundary
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3.4 everitt Park
Everitt Park is adjacent to Lois E. Hole Elementary School and 
complements the existing school amenities and playgrounds. This park 
space has been graded and landscaped with turf to accommodate two 
junior level soccer fields. A paved multi-use trail was constructed by the 
Developer along the south and west boundaries and connects to the 
adjacent local roads through walkway corridors. The site is surrounded 
on three sides by a wood screen fence behind single family homes. The 
park extends along the east side of the school to meet Everitt Drive and 
contains existing landscaping. A conceptual design was completed 
previously for the site, however, due to park site boundary revisions, 
there was an opportunity to review this park design and present updated 
recommendations to stakeholders as part of this project.

Figure 12 – everitt Park
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Figure 13 (left) – everitt Park –  
view looking east toward  

school playground

Figure 14 (right) – everitt Park –  
view looking north

3.5 Phase 2 lands
The Phase 2 lands are located north of Neil Ross Road (partially 
developed and partially future arterial road) and are adjacent to existing 
commercial development that is underway. The Land Developer, 
Landrex, is in the process of submitting an ASP amendment for the 
subdivision in this area. An amended ASP layout by the Developer was 
presented to the public at an open house on Nov. 8, 2017, however, the 
approval process is still underway so a final layout is not yet determined. 
The required MR dedication for this area is approximately 4.9 hectares.

Figure 15 – Phase 2 lands
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3.6 opportunities + constraints analysis
A study of the existing conditions of the open space within Erin Ridge 
North led to an opportunities and constraints analysis as depicted in the 
plans for each site in the following pages.

3.7 recreational context Plan
The location of the open space sites within the Erin Ridge North 
neighbourhood and within the larger context of northeast St. Albert 
were analysed to assess the potential recreational needs within the 
neighbourhood. The Recreational Context Plan identifies existing major 
pedestrian connections beyond Erin Ridge North as well as existing 
playgrounds, sports fields and ice rinks. This plan broadly identifies the 
distance that Erin Ridge North residents may have to travel to access 
specific recreation facilities. This assessment informs the potential needs 
for the future open space in Phase 2 of the neighbourhood. The Phase 1 
lands do not have space available for additional active recreation facilities. 

10

IBI GROUP – FINAL REPORT 
ERIN RIDGE NORTH – OPEN SPACE ENHANCEMENT CONCEPTS 
Prepared for the City of St. Albert

SIte context and analySISJULY 26, 2018







4  Design Program + Open Space 
Enhancement Plan Layouts

4.1 design Program
The overall open space enhancement plan was based on the design 
program determined for each site. The requirements and preferred 
appropriate uses for the open space areas were communicated by the 
internal (City Departments) and external (land developer and Lois E. Hole 
School) stakeholders, as well as the public. 

The details of the engagement process and outcomes are in Appendix B 
and a summary of feedback is described in Section 5.0.

The design program for the open space areas considers the following:

• Hierarchy and roles/types of open space (active, passive, natural
area, drainage etc.) within the neighbourhood and their context
beyond Erin Ridge North;

• Existing infrastructure and site amenities;

• Interpretive Signage / wayfinding opportunities;

• Special features such as interpretive elements;

• Planting/greening enhancement opportunities;

• Winter use opportunities;

• Connectivity within the overall trail network;

• Potential access to destinations outside of the neighbourhood;

• Maintenance constraints; and

• Adjoining land uses and their configuration.

4.2 open Space enhancement Plan layouts
The design program for each site was explored as part of the preparation 
of draft concept design alternatives and refined based on the feedback 
from the Internal and External Stakeholders groups. These draft concept 
layouts were further refined and presented at a public open house on 
Nov. 28, 2017. These conceptual plans for each site are shown in the 
following graphic panels. 

4.2.1 Edgewater Stormwater Management Facility

As the construction of this open space was already completed by the 
community developer according to the St. Albert municipal engineering 
standards, the opportunity for enhancements is limited. A few specific 
enhancements that were proposed were:

• A new seating area with gazebo on the west end of the pond;

11

IBI GROUP – FINAL REPORT 
ERIN RIDGE NORTH – OPEN SPACE ENHANCEMENT CONCEPTS 
Prepared for the City of St. Albert

deSIgn PrograM + oPen SPace enhanceMent Plan layoutSJULY 26, 2018



• A seating area on the east end of the pond along the existing multi-
use trail;

• Increased naturalized planting above the pond water level to increase
plant species diversity, improve safety by discouraging access to the
water, and improve the aesthetics of the open space.

4.2.2  Element Stormwater Management Facility + Municipal 
Reserve

The construction of this stormwater management facility and the 
municipal reserve was completed by the community developer as per 
the St. Albert municipal engineering standards. As with the Edgewater 
SWMF, the space for enhancements above the pond water level is 
limited, but the following was proposed:

• A low–impact trail (gravel) along the east side of the site, connecting 
the multi-use trail to the south to the concrete sidewalk approaching 
Neil Ross Road;

• An extension of the asphalt multi-use trail on the north end of the site 
to complete the loop around the SWMF, with the low-impact trail, and 
for future connection north to the Phase 2 Lands;

• Increased naturalized planting above the pond water level to increase 
plant species diversity, improve safety by discouraging access to the 
water, and improve the aesthetics of the open space.

The following improvements were proposed within the municipal reserve 
lands on the south end of this open space:

• A concrete walkway connecting the sidewalks along Everitt Drive to 
the existing multi-use trail;

• A seating area with a gazebo or shelter on the south west corner of 
the site;

• Ornamental planting areas to enhance the park space, 
complementing the existing trees that were provided by the 
community developer. 

4.2.3 Coal Mine Park

There were two (2) concept design options proposed for this primarily 
natural area. The natural area is a treasured feature of the community and 
providing 2 options was intended to help to determine if users wanted to 
stay on the edge of the tree stands or venture through the centre. 

OPTION 1

The first option identified an asphalt multi-use trail along the south 
boundary of the site, causing minimum disturbance to the existing natural 
tree stand. This trail would connect to the future 1.5m concrete sidewalk 
that will be constructed with the single family residential development to 
the south and to the future concrete sidewalk along Ebony Way North. 
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This option would not take users through the trees, but would provide 
locations for seating areas and opportunities for interpretive signage 
along the trail. It would provide connectivity from the east corner of the 
site to Ebony Way North. This multi-use trail would be cleared of snow 
and maintained for year round use. 

OPTION 2

The second option includes a low-impact trail taking a winding route 
through the tree stand with 3 entry/exit locations, with a central meeting 
point. This trail is intended to be a 1.5 metre wide low impact trail that 
would be primarily used by pedestrians. Cycling is discouraged on these 
types of trails. The goal of proposing this trail type is to cause minimal 
disturbance to the tree stand by avoiding the need to excavate native 
ground for a compacted granular base layer. The low impact trail would 
be laid on top of native ground. This trail would not be maintained during 
the winter months.

Removal of hazardous trees would need to be performed on either side 
of each trail option to reduce the risk of trees or limbs falling on trail 
users. Disturbed areas adjoining the tree stand would be planted with 
appropriate native tree and shrub species, with reference to the City 
of St. Albert’s Natural Area Conservation and Management Plan and 
Natural Areas Assessment.

4.2.4 Everitt Park

Everitt Park is a primarily active recreational space that services the 
adjacent elementary school and the surrounding neighbourhood with two 
existing playgrounds. The soccer fields, existing asphalt trail and planting 
would remain. The following improvements were proposed within this park:

• An extension of the multi-use trail from the existing trail along the 
south boundary to the north east corner of the park at Everitt Drive;

• A small play-mound/sliding hill near the soccer fields;

• Tree and shrub planting around the soccer fields;

• A paved seating area with benches or picnic tables near the school 
playground. 

4.2.5 Phase 2 Lands

At a minimum, the developer will be required to provide a stormwater 
management facility, some multi-use trails and landscape of open 
space to meet the City’s standards. Phase 2 of the neighbourhood 
north of Neil Ross Road is being developed by Landrex. There is an 
amendment to the ASP underway: the final layout of the development 
is yet to be determined. The required MR lands dedication for this area 
is approximately 4.9 hectares and the following recreational uses are 
recommended for consideration based on the community feedback, 
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and what may be lacking in the existing developed portion of Erin Ridge 
North (in general order of public preference):

• Outdoor ice rink;
• Extension of the multi-use trail system;
• Sport Courts and Sports Fields, particularly Pickleball;
• Naturalized Stormwater Planting;
• Playground;
• Shelter for seating or picnicking;
• Ball Diamonds; and
• Community Garden.
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5  Stakeholder and Public Engagement  
Feedback

The public engagement approach and results from engagement for this 
project are outlined in the Erin Ridge North Master Plan Engagement 
Summary Report – Appendix B. The public engagement approach aimed 
to solicit input from stakeholders including various City of St. Albert 
departments, the neighbourhood developer, community stakeholders 
such as Lois E. Hole School, and the residents in and around the 
Erin Ridge North neighbourhood. This feedback has informed the 
recreational, landscape, and community focused priorities for the open 
spaces that are within the community.

5.1 Internal Stakeholders Feedback
The internal stakeholder group met on November 1, 2017. The feedback 
from internal City departments includes the following:

• Lighting of open space areas is not included in the scope of the
project and is a separate City initiative;

• Stormwater management facilities should be considered for their
drainage function, and public safety must be a key message in
communications to open space visitors. The focus around these
facilities include:

5.2 external Stakeholders Feedback
The feedback from the External Stakeholders was fairly minimal. The 
stakeholders included the neighbourhood developer, Landrex, their 
engineering consultant, WSP, as well as representatives from the Parent 
Advisory Council at Lois E Hole School. 

One comment from Landrex was in reference to the proposed trail 
options in Coal Mine Park. Their preferred alignment for a trail is farther 
away from the back property line of these lots, to ensure privacy for 
future owners.

A second comment from Landrex was in regards to the Phase 2 lands, 
where a SWMF is proposed with a trail system on one side of the pond. 
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o Signage to communicate the drainage and water quality function
of the facility, and identification of prohibited activities (separate
initiative by the City’s Environment Department);

o Increased naturalized planting around the water’s edge to deter
access to the water;

o ‘Stay and Play’ types of activities should be avoided in the vicinity of
the SWMF – no playgrounds, sportsfields, picnicking, or similar
activities that would encourage extended use of the adjacent open
space;

o Inclusion of a landscape buffer between the water and the open
space.



The Conceptual Design prepared as part of this project identified an 
opportunity to create a loop trail around he SWMF, but Landrex is 
concerned this may affect sales of the adjacent lots. As the configuration 
of the Phase 2 lands are not yet finalized via an ASP amendment, the 
future of the development is yet to be determined.

The main comment from the school’s Parent Advisory Council was that 
more money will be available to further enhance the school site adjoining 
Everitt Park, with potential for a larger paved play surface, more bicycle 
racks and site furniture. The City plans on working together with the 
school to ensure the development for each site is complementary.

5.3 Public Feedback
An Open House was held on November 28, 2017 at the Lois E. Hole 
School, giving the public the opportunity to review and provide comment 
on the draft concept plan layouts. The concept plans were well received 
and the general comments were as follows:

• More winter activity facilities, including an ice rink;

• Walkable trail system and connectivity to main trail system to
be enhanced;

• There was differing feedback regarding the completion of the trail 
loop surrounding the SWMFs;

• Bicycle (multi-use trail) network to be expanded;

• Increase naturalized planting;

• Maintain views from homes towards the open spaces and SWMF 
open water; and

• An additional playground separate from the school site. 
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6  Final Open Space Enhancement 
Plan Concepts

The draft concept plans presented to the public at the Open House were 
refined into finalized plans that are intended to lay the foundation for 
future development of these open spaces. See the following pages for 
the final concept plans.

The key changes that were incorporated into the final master plan 
concepts are identified below.

6.1 edgewater Stormwater Management Facility
The final plans have been simplified to only include the increased 
naturalized planting above the pond water level to increase plant species 
diversity, improve safety by discouraging access to the water, and 
improve the aesthetics of the open space. Proposed seating areas and 
the gazebo were not desired additions to the site and were removed from 
the proposed enhancements.

6.2 element Stormwater Management Facility + 
Municipal reserve
The final plans have been simplified to only include the following 
enhancements:

• Increased naturalized planting above the pond water level to increase
plant species diversity, improve safety by discouraging access to the
water, and improve the aesthetics of the open space;

• An 3.0m wide asphalt trail connecting the southwest corner of the
site along Everitt Drive to the existing multi-use trail;

• A seating area with a gazebo or shelter on the south west corner of
the site;

• Ornamental planting areas to enhance the park space,
complementing the existing trees that were provided by the
community developer.

The proposed granular trail was removed from the draft concept plans 
along the east side of the SWMF because it is not viable as adjacent 
homeowners were not responsive to the impact that the trail would have 
on their accustomed level of privacy, and the grading of the site does not 
allow the land to be flattened to allow a trail in this area.
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6.3 coal Mine Park
The preferred approach was Option 2 which includes a low-impact trail 
routed through the tree stand with 3 entry/exit locations, and a central 
meeting point. This 1.5 metre wide low impact trail is intended to be 
primarily used by pedestrians, and to discourage cycling through the 
design of the trail material and features. The goal of proposing this trail 
type is to also cause minimal disturbance to the tree stand by placing the 
trail material on top of native ground without excavation and locating it 
to avoid low areas and significant trees as identified during a future site 
visit. This trail would not be maintained during the winter months.

Removal of hazardous trees would need to be performed on either side 
of each trail option to reduce the risk of trees or limbs falling on trail 
users. Disturbed areas adjoining the tree stand would be planted with 
appropriate native tree and shrub species, with reference to the City 
of St. Albert’s Natural Area Conservation and Management Plan and 
Natural Areas Assessment.

Interpretive signage is to be included at key locations in and around the 
tree stand.

6.4 everitt Park
The final plans have been modified from the draft concept and include 
the following enhancements:

• A multi-use trail that extends from the existing trail along the south 
boundary to the north east corner of the park at Everitt Drive; no 
trail is proposed on the north side of the soccer fields as there are 
existing and future paved walkways on the south side of the school;

• Tree and shrub planting around the soccer fields and along the east 
fence;

• A paved seating area with benches or picnic tables near the school 
playground.

• The soccer fields, existing asphalt trail and planting would remain. 

The small play mound / sliding hill is maintained in the concept plan, 
but there may be site limitations of the adjacent soccer fields and site 
grading that may prevent the hill from being accommodated in the 
detailed design phase.

6.5 Phase 2 lands
No changes to the Draft Open Space Enhancement Plan Concepts 
for this part of the project have been made for the final design. All 
recommendations are still in effect.
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7 Potential Phasing of Enhancements
The prioritization of the open space enhancements will be determined by 
the City, possibly through further public engagement activities, as well 
as the overall availability of funding. The continued development of the 
community to the west and north may demand that the underdeveloped 
open spaces identified in this enhancement plan may be more necessary 
to implement due to increased user demand. 

The cost and scope of work may determine the priority in which each 
open space area is then progressed into the detailed design phase and 
construction implementation.

The early development of Everitt Park would further provide recreational 
infrastructure that would benefit the school population and the 
community with enhanced connectivity and recreational opportunities.

The remainder of the open spaces, Coal Mine Park, Edgewater SWMF 
and Element SWMF could be phased together as the proposed upgrades 
would enhance the sites and construction of the proposed improvements 
will not impact the current use of the sites. In particular, Coal Mine Park 
would benefit from timely construction implementation in order to reduce 
creation of ‘informal’ tracks and possibly further disturbance to the health 
of the tree stand, existing habitat and species diversity. 

The development of the Phase 2 lands and the associated construction 
schedule is dependent on the schedule of the ASP amendment and 
future development plans by Landrex.
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• Photo Inventory of Open Space Areas
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• Public Open House Feedback 
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1 Introduction 
The scope of the public engagement tasks for this project have been outlined in the Erin Ridge 
North Master Plan - Engagement and Communication Strategy. This strategy was developed in 
collaboration with the City of St. Albert. The public engagement approach has aimed to solicit 
input from stakeholders including various levels of municipal departments, a neighborhood 
developer and the residents in and around the Erin Ridge North neighborhood. The collection 
of this information aims to determine recreational and community focused priorities for the open 
spaces that are within the community.  

2 Internal Stakeholder Feedback 
The internal stakeholder meeting held on November 1, 2017 included staff from various City 
departments, including Planning & Development, Recreation & Parks, Operations, and 
Environmental Services. The purpose of this meeting was to obtain feedback on the draft site 
analysis and design program layouts. The feedback was used to update the project graphics 
for presentation at the public engagement event.  

There has been a general acceptance by the internal stakeholders of the proposed draft park 
enhancements, with a few suggestions based on precedents from other park sites and current 
city policy direction.  

3 External Stakeholder Feedback 
This meeting was held on November 17, 2017 with the land developer that is active in the 
neighborhood, Landrex. The objective was to obtain feedback on the draft site analysis and 
design program layouts. The feedback was used to understand their preferences for the 
outcome of the draft master plan design and the visual presentation at the public engagement 
event on Nov. 28. 

The City held a meeting with the Parent Advisory Committee for Lois Hole School, as well as 
with the School Principal, to obtain an understanding of their priorities for the school lands as 
well as to obtain feedback on the proposed draft master plan concepts, particularly for the 
Everitt Park site.

4 Public Open House Feedback 
The site analysis, recreational context plan and design program layouts were on display for 
viewing at a Public Open House session on November 28, 2017 at Lois E. Hole School. A 
second copy of layouts was provided for participants to write on with location specific feedback, 
and a questionnaire was available to fill out at the session. The visual material and 
questionnaire have been also made available on the project’s webpage, available through the 
City of St. Albert’s website (https://stalbert.ca/cosa/participation/calendar/erin-ridge-north-parks-
enhancement-concept-planning-meeting).  

The overall reaction at this event to the park enhancement draft proposed plans was mainly 
positive, with many people wanting more active and passive recreational facilities and a more 

https://stalbert.ca/cosa/participation/calendar/erin-ridge-north-parks-enhancement-concept-planning-meeting
https://stalbert.ca/cosa/participation/calendar/erin-ridge-north-parks-enhancement-concept-planning-meeting
barbara.sheehan
Cross-Out



IBI GROUP DRAFT ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY REPORT 

ERIN RIDGE NORTH PARKS ENHANCEMENT CONCEPT 
Prepared for the City of St. Albert 

December 13, 2017 2 

connected trails system.  

5 Summary 
The feedback that was collected is summarized in Table 1.0. The table identifies the 
specific comments provided (What We Heard) and responds with an understanding of the 
needs of stakeholders, and responses to the comments that may include an action (What 
we can consider). The ‘What we are doing’ actions were translated into the finalization of 
the master parks enhancement concept plans.  

This summary is available to the public and is included in the Final Master Plan Report for 
issuance to the City of St. Albert. 

barbara.sheehan
Cross-Out



Table 1.0     Public Engagement Feedback

General Comments 
about Neighborhood

What we can consider What we are doing

Internal Stakeholder Meeting 
‐ Nov. 1, 2017

1 Providing lighting within Open Space sites is not a part of the master plan 
process for MR and SWMF sites. This is a separate initiative that the City will 
handle outside of this project as required.

N/A Open Space lighting is being addressed by the City in a Strategic 
Initiative document that is currently in progress, to be complete in 
future

External Stakeholder 
Meeting ‐ Nov. 17, 2017

2 No Comments N/A N/A.

3 No mention of speed on roads or additional traffic.

4 Need to reduce speeds on roads around the parks.

5 Winter activities.

6 Ice rink, tennis courts/sports, walkable nature trails

7 Ice rink in area would be awesome.  Don't forget we are a "four seasons" 
area.  Hats off to doing this information meeting.  Thank you.

8 Nice to see an ice rink somewhere, tennis courts.

9 Like additions of loops to paths, low impact trails.

10 I like the idea of more walk ways going on the other side of the park.

11 Like multi‐use trails that go all the way around SWMF.

12 Like as much naturalized planting as possible.  

13 Minimize ornamental planting.

14 Consider more naturalized area planting along trails adjacent to homes.

15 More trees, seating areas (shade). More shade for seating using trees Enhanced vegetation and seating areas will be recommended where 
feasible, considering views, existing and proposed design grades, and 
public safety principles.

16 Want an extra playground for use for young kids during school hours. A playground for pre‐school age children is a needed amenity in the area. Accommodation of a new playground may be recommended on the 
Phase 2 Lands, as there is no site available on the existing park and 
SWMF sites that is suitable for a playground.

17 Really want the Coal Mine Road path to extend all the way to St. Albert Trail 
(or a sidewalk at least) but I think bike path would be best for people to get 
to work/shops.

Extension of the bicycle network is a priority This Coal Mine Road trail area is not within the scope of the project, 
however, this issue should be directed to the Planning and 
Development Department for consideration in the design of this 
roadway.

18 I would like to see more of the paths lit up.

19  I wish that some lighting would be put in so at night in the winter I could feel 
safer walking/running through it.

Post‐Open House Online 
Survey

Lighting along walkways in open spaces would make users feel safer and 
potentially allow longer hours of use of the open space.

See Comment #1

Enhanced naturalized vegetation will be recommended where feasible, 
considering views, existing and proposed design grades, and public 
safety principles. Areas of focus will be at the edges of SWMF water 
level and there should be a diverse range of native and natrualized 
species for variation in color, flower and texture.

Naturalized planting is favored over ornamental plantingPublic Open House ‐ Nov. 28, 
2017

What we heard

Traffic control is a concern in the vicinity of open spaces This is not within the scope of the project, but this concern will be 
directed to the Transportation department.

Consider including facilities / amenities for winter activities and other active 
recreational facilities.

Accommodation of these facilities will be considered as space and 
infrastructure allows within the project limits. An ice rink and tennis /
sport courts may only be accommodated in the Phase 2 lands, where 
space and community priority dictates. Trail connectivity is a project 
priority.

There is a preference for continuous trail connectivity and a variety of trail 
connections and types is preferred

The expansion of the trail system may be recommended based on 
desired level of use and feasibility of design on each site, considering 
existing and future grades, and public safety principles.



Table 1.0     Public Engagement Feedback

Edgewater SWMF What we can consider What we are doing
1 Edgewater SWMF may only require further planting to deter direct access to 

the water. This area is not to be referred to as a Park or a pond.
Planting at the water's edge is a priority to increase public safety around the 
SWMF.

Increased naturalized planting near the water's edge with grasses and 
shrubs.

2 Design program to be updated with some new text with specific reference to 
seating, trash cans and shelters.

More specific wording is required to ensure clarity in the enhancement plan. Identify specific type and location of amenities in final parks 
enhancement plan

External Stakeholder 
Meeting ‐ Nov. 17, 2017

3 No Comments N/A N/A

4 Prior to planting more trees on Edgewater Pond, please consult affected 
home owners.  Affecting views.

5 Would like to see low bushes vs. trees along Edgewater.

6 Keep trees around Edgewater to low level bushes (maintain views).

7 Emphasize bushes ‐low level ‐ vs. tall trees

8 Willows, tall grasses, bulrushes, but not large trees

9 Trail along south side of Edgewater is very icy in the winter.  As the trail is in 
the shade of the houses and water runs down the hill across the path and 
freezes.

This concern relates to the layout of trails in general and the potential 
hazard of non‐ideal placement. 

This issue is not within the scope of the project, however, it should be 
directed to the Planning and Development Department for 
consideration.

10 Shelter shown on plans is too large

11 Do not block the view (from Everitt Drive to SWMF)

12 Similar enhancements as pond at Giroux Road and North Ridge Drive This reference has naturalized plant material at the water's edge with larger 
trees and shrubs up the slope.

This would be attainable as the recommended approach would be to 
increase naturalized planting near the water's edge with grasses and 
shrubs.

13 Extra seating area at mid trail point More seating overlooking the water is requested This may or may not be feasible due to the existing grades along the 
trail and adjacent to the facility. Retaining wall or rock terrace may be 
needed to accommodate a level seating surface.

14 Large boulders along trail Noted.  Placing boulders may be incorporated into shrub beds, locating them in 
grass areas will be a maintenance issue.

15 No off leash dogs Noted.  The is a bylaw issue to be addressed with the City of St. Albert 
Municipal Enforcement Servcie and outside the scope of the project.

16 Playground at east end Playground is desired in this area away from the school site. The SWMF is a place for managing stormwater and visitors are 
encouraged to travel through the site but not 'Stay and Play'. 
Including a playground in this location is not in line with the City's 
current approach regarding SWMFs.

Post‐Open House Online 
Survey

17 Most importantly would like to see path all way around Edgewater pond

The current planting is problematic for some homeowners as their views of 
the water and landscaping is blocked, and any new tree planting would 
compound the issue. Low shrubs and planting is preferred.

We can strategically propose to locate new plant material to focus on 
restricting water access and enhancing views of the entire site.

View of SWMF and planting is blocked from Everitt Drive. An appropriate shelter style and size will be explored to enhance the 
open space.

Internal Stakeholder Meeting 
‐ Nov. 1, 2017

Public Open House ‐ Nov. 28, 
2017

What we heard

A new trail could be pursued on the north side of the SWMF As the SWMF is constructed and existing grading does not allow for a trail 
in this location, a trail will not be added on the north side of the site. 



Table 1.0     Public Engagement Feedback

Element SWMF What we can consider What we are doing
1 Design Program for the open space on the south end of the site – focus 

activity away from the SWMF, and suggest landscape buffer between the 
water and the open area. Passive activities to be suggested, such as a seating 
area and shelter; no ‘stay and play’ types of activities are to be provided for.

Noted.  It will be recommended that the south end of the site (MR) be 
developed with a concrete sidewalk, and sheltered seating area, with 
ornamental planting areas to buffer the MR area from the SWMF. 

2 There is a preference to not propose active recreation features such as tot 
lot, adult fitness equipment in the design program.

'Stay and Play' activities are not permitted near SWMFs. The City wants to avoid 'stay and play' activities near a SWMF, so a 
playground will not be implemented in this location.

3 Element SWMF may require further naturalized planting.  The planting by the neighborhood developer seems sparse and water access 
is too open.

Increased naturalized planting near the water's edge with grasses and 
shrubs.

External Stakeholder 
Meeting ‐ Nov. 17, 2017

4 No Comments N/A N/A

5 Dislike Element SWMF trail behind houses, too close to residents, no privacy.

6 Prefer not to bring people behind homes (yellow trail on plan)

7 Multi‐use trail should circle SWMF, use vegetation to control impact on 
adjacent residents

8 Would rather have a full loop (trail complete around swmf)

9 Want clear view (of pond from homes at SE corner of site) View of water and vegetation is more important than privacy. Proposed planting may be strategically placed to maintain the view of 
the open space and also add to the aesthetic of the SWMF and MR.

10 Love to see connecting sidewalk (at NW corner) to get to Costco on bike / 
walking

The trail system should be extended to link to existing and future 
commercial and residential development.

The extension of this trail makes sense and will be recommended. This 
trail should be included in the ASP and design for Neil Ross Road 
(arterial roadway) .

11 Playground (on the south end of the site) Noted.  The City wants to avoid 'stay and play' activities near a SWMF, so a 
playground will not be implemented in this location.

No new trail should be pursued on the east side of the SWMF. As the SWMF is completely constructed and existing grading does not 
allow for a trail in this location, a trail will not be added on the east side 
of the site. The area has also already been fully developed with 
residential homes. 

A new trail should be pursued on the east side of the SWMF, but should be 
separated from adjacent residents with screen planting

See above comment (for issue #5 and 6).

Public Open House ‐ Nov. 28, 
2017

Internal Stakeholder Meeting 
‐ Nov. 1, 2017

What we heard



Table 1.0     Public Engagement Feedback

Coal Mine Park What we can consider What we are doing
Internal Stakeholder Meeting 
‐ Nov. 1, 2017

1 The focus of development for this site should be to minimize disturbance of 
the natural area and offer interpretive features;

2 2‐3 options for the trail and site furniture layout should be provided for the 
Open House;

3 As the area is identified as a Significant Natural Area, any trail that bisects the 
site should be low impact and the preferred surface is wood chip. This will 
discourage use of the trail by cyclists and encourage pedestrians through the 
area;

4 FireSmart initiative to be a potential topic for interpretive signage; Noted. The discussion regarding FireSmart Principles as an interpretive feature 
was tentative and will not be pursued on this project.

5 Design program approach to be consistent with other similar areas, example 
is Grandin Ravine, and the City’s Natural Area Conservation and Management 
Plan should be used as a guide for the planning of this site.

Noted.  Review of other sites and documentation to be used for a more 
detailed design approach to this site.

External Stakeholder 
Meeting ‐ Nov. 17, 2017

6 Preferred alignment of a trail to be farther away from back property line of 
future single family homes to the south, to ensure privacy for future owners.

The Developer of these lands identified a preference to not include 
backyard access onto the natural area to provide privacy to the homes.

Preferred option is the low impact trail through the tree stand.

7 No comments on Option 1 N/A N/A

8 Coal Mine Park ‐ like low impact trail however would like multi‐use trail to go 
along SE boundary and exit at Ebony Way & Everitt Drive.

Both types of trails would be beneficial for residents, however, the 
implementation of both trails would cause substantial disturbance to the 
tree stand.

See comment # 6.

9 Like ‐ option 2 for Coal Mine Park ‐ encourage people to use the area but not 
make their own trails.

10 Option 2 ‐ Great idea, lots of trails
11 Option 2 ‐ Love this, not pavement concept
12 Option 2 ‐ Walkable nature ‐ great idea
13 Option 2 ‐ My wife and I are snowshoeing in area
14 Solar Bench with outlets for mobile devices. Interest in Smart City features ‐ connecting technology to the outdoor 

experience
The Smart Cities initiative has been reviewed, but "smart" furniture and 
amenities will not be included in this project. Larger city level parks 
may feature these types of infrastructure due to higher volumes of 
people.

Post‐Open House Online 
Survey

15 Would like to see a combination of both options for coal mine area.

Public Open House ‐ Nov. 28, 
2017

What we heard

A low‐impact trail is preferred and would encourage people to stay on the 
path and not disturb the forested area. 

See comment # 6. A low‐impact trail design would be located through 
the site to avoid feature trees, wet areas, and valuable habitat. Trail 
could be left uncleared in the winter.

Types of trails to be assessed on the level of disturbance they would cause 
the tree stand. The natural area is an amenity that needs to be preserved so 
a trail surface should discourage more active and intense use.

The options are to propose a multi‐use trail at the edge of the tree 
stand, or put a low‐impact trail through the tree stand with minimal 
disturbance. Interpretive features are also proposed at key locations on 
both options. Preferred option is the low impact trail through the tree 
stand.



Table 1.0     Public Engagement Feedback

Everitt Park What we can consider What we are doing
1 Existing constructed features to be retained. No extra landscaping to be 

provided around the new park sign at the east walkway.
Noted. There will be no additional landscape proposed around the park sign.

2 Screen planting to be included between the multi‐use trail and the soccer 
fields to the east and south to screen the fence and prevent soccer balls from 
going into adjacent properties.

Noted that planting between the fence and the trails is not preferred as it 
would be difficult to accommodate adequate planting setbacks and 
maintenance procedures.

Planting will be identified on the inside of the multi‐use trail, the 
potential for planting between the fence and the trail will be reviewed 
to adhere to municipal engineering standards.

External Stakeholder 
Meeting ‐ Nov. 17, 2017

3 The Parent Council has more funds available for a paved play space, bicycle 
racks and site furniture to be on School property

Proposed layout of new amenities need to be provided to ensure a cohesive 
design within the MR parcel

As the Parent Council does not yet have a plan available for new 
amenties and play features on the school site, the master plan 
recommendations are developed around the current existing school 
site features. Any updates to the school site design can be considered 
at the detailed design phase for Everitt Park.

4 Enjoy the extra path in Everitt Park and enjoy if there is a sled hill.

5 Yes to a Sliding Hill

6 Please check planting on the other side of the fence to coordinate with 
neighbors.

Noted.  This request will not be considered as the fence between private 
property and the park is an opaque wood screen fence.

7 Seating area with bike racks

8 Seating area (along east side of school)

9 Additional playground away from school somewhere. Element or Edgewater 
Parks, so young children can use during school hours

Noted. Accommodation of a new playground may be recommended on the 
Phase 2 Lands, as there is no site available on the existing park and 
SWMF sites that is suitable for a playground.

10 Outdoor skating rink close to school Noted, however, space for a permanent rink is not available in close 
proximity to the school.

Accommodation of an ice rink may be recommended on the Phase 2 
Lands, as there is no space available on the existing park. Infrastructure 
and water supply is not available on the school site and the City 
typically locateds social ice surfaces adjacent to boarded rinks for ease 
of installation and maintenance.

Post‐Open House Online 
Survey

11 Like path all way around Everitt pond.

A small sliding hill may be feasible in the small area available. This will be recommended in the parks enhancement concept, however, 
the size and configuration of the site may limit the possibility of a sliding hill.

Public Open House ‐ Nov. 28, 
2017

Internal Stakeholder Meeting 
‐ Nov. 1, 2017

What we heard

More site amenities are needed. See comment #3 above. This may be accommodated with the future 
amenities and development on the school site.

There is not a SWMF on the Everitt Park Site.



Table 1.0     Public Engagement Feedback

Phase 2 Lands What we can consider What we are doing ***
1 The parcels that Landrex is proposing for this area should be a minimum of 

2ha each provide opportunity for various large scale active recreation 
facilities (Pickle ball, ice rink, etc.)

The final layout of this area is to be confirmed with the ASP Amendment 
application process with Planning & Development

We will be recommending recreation facilities based on the MR space 
identified in the ASP.

2 A community garden is a possibility as there are not any in the vicinity of the 
neighborhood.

Noted. A community garden is usually privately run but may be recommended 
in the final report. Location is to be determined following approval of 
the ASP Amendment application by Landrex and by the identification of 
potential future garden management group.

External Stakeholder 
Meeting ‐ Nov. 17, 2017

3 The preferred trail alignment would only go on one side of the SWMF, not all 
the way around, so some private homes would have more privacy.

The trail is located and designed to comply with the City's Engineering 
Standards for neighborhood development.

A trail on the east side of the SWMF will be suggested in the Final 
Report. The City is responsible for additional facilities and amenities 
beyond those required to be provided by the Developer as outlined in 
the City's Municipal Engineering Standards.

4 Pickleball courts in Phase II.

5 For the new Phase 2 ‐ strongly consider pickleball courts, lots of them, there 
is a need.

7 Tennis, Pickleball Courts, Ice Rink

8 Love to see an ice rink in this area

9 Wading Pool A water feature would be appreciated. The City has not pursued community level water features or spray 
decks, but this type of feature may be reveiwed with the City. Wading 
pools are not being constructed, spray decks may be a replacement.

10 Yes to Community Garden A community garden would be appreciated. See comment #2 above.
11 Playground with Zipline

12 Playground

13 Solar powered seating for phone charging A need for a 'connected' outdoor environment. The Smart Cities initiative has been reviewed, but "smart" furniture and 
amenities will not be included in this project. Larger city level parks 
may feature these types of infrastructure due to higher volumes of 
people.

14 Need Sidewalk / trail here (south side of future Neil Ross Road, west of 
Element SWMF)

The trail system should be extended to link to existing and future 
commercial and residential development.

The extension of this trail makes sense but may not be within the 
scope of this project. This issue will be directed to the Planning and 
Development department for consideration.

15 As densities increase, consider multi‐use trails around SWMF. Consider 
families and do not push them onto streets with driveways to make it around 
a SWMF

The trail layout should be a loop and should not rely on roadways to act as a 
part of the trail system.

A connected trail system will be suggested in the Final Report. The City 
is responsible for additional facilities and amenities beyond those 
required to be provided by the Developer as outlined in the City's 
Municipal Engineering Standards.

Public Open House ‐ Nov. 28, 
2017

A need to accommodate play for children outside the school grounds  A playground will be recommended in the Final Report. The City is 
responsible for additional facilities and amenities beyond those 
required to be provided by the Developer as outlined in the City's 
Municipal Engineering Standards.

Consider including facilities / amenities for active recreation activities. Pickleball, sports courts and an ice rink will be recommended in the 
Final Report, however location is to be determined following approval 
of the ASP Amendment application by Landrex. 

Internal Stakeholder Meeting 
‐ Nov. 1, 2017

What we heard

***All proposed actions for the Phase 2 Lands will be considered for viability following ASP completion, as land is assigned to park facilities and community needs are prioritized.




	LTR_112768_ERN_Final Report_2018-06-20-LR-City Comments2018-06-29.pdf
	2018-06-07 - 112768 - Erin Ridge North Park Updates.pdf
	Sheets and Views
	112768-X-LAYOUT - 11x17 Sheets-ERN Phase2
	112768-X-LAYOUT - 11x17 Sheets-Edgewater SWMF
	112768-X-LAYOUT - 11x17 Sheets-Element SWMF
	112768-X-LAYOUT - 11x17 Sheets-Everitt Park
	112768-X-LAYOUT - 11x17 Sheets-Coal (PREFERRED Op 2)






